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Status quo and development pathways of think tank journals

JIANG Chunlin WANG Licheng ZHANG Guangyao GONG Jiaqi

WISE Lab Institute of Science of Science and S&I' Management Dalian University of Technology 2 Linggong Road Ganjingzi
District Dalian 116085 China

Abstract  Purposes Through various investigations this paper aims to clarify the concept functions and evaluation index
system of think tank journals and explore development pathways for them. Methods The main methods included literature
research interview bibliometrics analysis and qualitative analysis. Findings In a broad sense all journals with the attributes of
think tank can be regarded as think tank journals. In a narrow sense think tank journals should be sponsored by think tank and
mainly publish articles on policy suggestions and development strategies. The evaluation index system of think tank journals which
included three firstdevel indexes of decision-making influence social influence and academic influence and thirteen second-evel
ones such as number of papers was developed. It is suggested that the relevant departments should emphasize the development of
think tank journals improve the professional competence of related editorial team enhance the ability of such journals to serve the
modernization of governance system and governance capacity optimize the academic evaluation system adopt the modern channels
for communication of them and their achievements and adhere to characteristic development. Conclusions We collect the relevant
data discuss the concept functions evaluation indexes development status and problems of think tank journals and propose
development pathways for them which is expected to serve as a reference for research on the concept system of think tank journals
and the development of them.
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