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Use advantages of immediate open access articles in time and geographic space:
A case study of The New England Journal of Medicine

ZHANG Guangyao JIANG Chunlin WANG Xianwen

Institute of Science of Science and S&T' Management and WISE Lab Dalian University of Technology 2 Linggong Road Ganjingzi
District Dalian 116024 China

Abstract  Purposes In this study we compare the difference in page views between immediate open access ( OA) and delayed
OA articles from two perspectives of time and geographic space to explore whether OA has advantages in both time and geographical
space. Methods A total of 2338 articles published in The New England Journal of Medicine ( NEJM) from 2011 to 2018 were
selected as the research objects including 135 immediate OA articles and 2203 delayed OA articles. Article metrics data were
obtained directly from nejm.org for bibliometric and statistical analysis. Findings The OA will increase the page views of articles
promote the spread of knowledge and expand the geographical scope of readers especially for scholars in developing countries.
Although the delayed OA policy can increase the number of page views of articles to a certain extent compared with immediate OA
the rapidly accumulated advantages on page views of OA articles immediately after publication are still unsurpassable.
Conclusions Immediate OA is the most advantageous way to promote the dissemination of scientific knowledge improve the
influence of articles and further enhance the influence of journals. The realization of immediate OA plays a promoting role in
enhancing the influence of journals and expanding the influence scope of journals.
Keywords: Metrics data; Immediate OA; Delayed OA; OA advantage
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